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January
17- Saturday classes begin for spring 
semester.
19- Martin Luther King Jr. Day holiday - 
campus closed.
20- Regular spring instruction begins.

February
13- Lincoln Day holiday- campus closed
16- Washington Day holiday - campus 
closed

March
7- Hall of Fame Inductee Dinner. For more 
information see page 8. 

- To submit your event for the Campus Calendar email 
maureen.montgomery@portervillecollege.edu.
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Campus Calendar	

PHOTOS BY MO MONTGOMERY
Porterville College honored 
28 cadets at the Fire Fighter 1 
Academy Class #31 graduation, 
held in the PC gymnasium on 
Nov. 13. Congratulations the 
Fire Fighter I Academy Class 
#31: Felix Arreguin, Amanda 
Barbosa, Johnnie Berrones, 
Lawrence Burgett, Reggimel 
Calo, Carlos Cervantes, Jesus 
De-La-Cruz, Tyler Doyle, 
Courtland Duckworth, 
Zane Duvall, Darrel Garcia, 
Gonzalo Garcia, Jordan 
Gentry, Brandon Gresham, 
Gerardo Hernandez, Trevor 
Jones, Joshua Mendez, Elias 
Olivares, Andrew Paredez, Jose 
Ramos, Humberto Ruiz, Mikal 
Sanchez, Scott Scheline, Angel 
Silva, Donald Smith, Zakary 
Snodgrass, Raul Tapia and Cliff 
Wiggins. For more information 
on the Fire Academy graduation 
see page 4. 

PHOTOS BY MO MONTGOMERY
Porterville College held a dedication ceremony for its 
new Veterans Resource Center on Nov. 7. The ceremony 
included a tribute to all veterans. The center was made 
possible by donations from community members and 
organizations.   

V E T E R A N S  R E S O U R C E 
C E N T E R  D E D I C AT I O N
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PC Fire Academy Graduation 
    Porterville College honored 28 cadets 
at the Fire Fighter 1 Academy Class #31 
graduation, held in the PC gymnasium 
on Nov.13.
    Cadets Amanda Barbosa and Cliff 
Wiggins were recognized for serving 
as the class “Battalion Chiefs”.  On top 
of completing all other training and 
study required of Fire Academy Cadets, 
the class Battalion Chiefs assumes the 
additional responsibility of maintaining 
class decorum, lining the class up 
for inspection each day, assigning 
equipment set-up tasks, leading the 
class in all classroom and field training 
activities and assisting the instructional 
staff as needed.  Wiggins is a veteran 
who is currently a Reserve for the City 
of Porterville Fire Department. Barbosa 
is a Reserve Firefighter for the City of 
Dinuba.
    Recognition was also given to 
six cadets for serving as “Company 
Captains” under Barbosa and Wiggins.  
They are Jose Ramos, Reggimel Calo, 
Carlos Cervantes, Mikal Sanchez, 
Donald Smith and Scott Scheline. 
    Each year, by secret ballot, the Cadets 
select a class member who they felt went 
“above and beyond the call of duty” 
in assisting others with hand-on skills 
practice, classroom study or in other 
ways  during the difficult and rigorous 
15 week Academy.  Reggimel Calo was 
overwhelmingly selected for the “Class 
Leadership” award by his fellow cadets.
    Per State Fire Marshal rules, all cadets 
in our SFM Accredited Fire Academy 
must score at least 80% on each 
written examination and there is much 
competition among Cadets to have the 
highest overall score at the end of the 
Academy.  Receiving the “Top Score” 
award this year was Lawrence Burgett 
with an overall score of 98%.   
    Cliff Wiggins was given the class 
“Allegiance Award” for presenting the 
colors and leading the flag salute each 
day, as he also did during the graduation 
ceremony. Brandon Gresham and 
Darrel Garcia were given the “Volunteer 
Award” for their dedication to 
organizing and maintaining the Fire 

Academy trailers and equipment. 
Zakary Snodgrass was given the “Can 
do, Sir, Award” for his willingness and 
dedication to assist the staff and cadets 
during the course of the Fire Academy. 
    Graduation took place during 
Veterans Day week, and two cadets were 
recognized for their military service.  
They are Cliff Wiggins and Donald 
Smith.
    Cliff Wiggins and Brandon Gresham 
were also the recipients of the Jim 
Gentry Memorial Scholarship at the 
graduation ceremony on Nov. 13. 
These awards were given in memory of 
Porterville Fire Department Captain Jim 
Gentry who established the Porterville 
College Fire Academy in 1983, and 
led the Academy until passing away 
suddenly on Veterans Day in 1991. Jim 
was also well known throughout the 
community as an artist who donated 
his talents to such projects as painting 
backdrops for the Barn Theatre, as well 
as teaching art classes at Porterville 
College. 
    The Jim Gentry Memorial Scholarship 
was started by the Gentry family, 
but is now totally supported by the 
recycling of cans and bottles by 
individual members of the Porterville 
Fire Department, their families and 
friends and students attending fire 
technology classes at the Porterville Fire 
Department Training Facility.

Recognition/Award –
Class Battalion Chief – Amanda Barbosa
Class Battalion Chief – Cliff Wiggins
Company Captain – Jose Ramos
Company Captain – Reggimel Calo
Company Captain – Carlos Cervantes
Company Captain- Mikal Sanchez
Company Captain – Donald Smith
Company Captain-Scott Scheline 
Class Leadership – Reggimel Calo
Top Student Award – Lawrence Burgett
Allegiance Award – Cliff Wiggins
Volunteer Award- Brandon Gresham
Volunteer Award- Darrel Garcia
Can Do, Sir, Award- Zakary Snodgrass
Jim Gentry Memorial Scholarship- Cliff Wiggins
Jim Gentry Memorial Scholarship- Brandon 
Gresham
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Porterville, CA  93257
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Fax (559) 791-2488 
www.portervillecollege.edu/foundation

The Porterville College Foundation will 
support Porterville College in 
developing activities, programs and 
facilities to the best interest of students; 
will actively solicit gifts, bequests and 
other income; and will demonstrate 
prudent fiduciary responsibility in the 
administration of those funds. To join 
the PC Foundation call 791-2319.

The PC Update is produced bimonthly 
by the Porterville College Office of 
Communications and Marketing. The 
publication is distributed to the Kern 
Community College District Board of 
Trustees, Porterville College employees 
and retirees, local school administrators 
and counselors, PC Foundation board 
members and Porterville Chamber of 
Commerce. Issues are also available 
online using Acrobat reader.

To submit information to the next 
Update contact Mo Montgomery at 
(559) 791-2209 or email maureen.
montgomery@portervillecollege.edu. 

Porterville College is part of the Kern 
Community College District. 






